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1. What’s driving up the cost of 
housing in Houston?

2. What do we control that could help 
reduce costs?  

Two Questions: 



1. Reduce the amount of land.
2. Reduce the parking.
3. Encourage smaller units.
4. Preserve what we have.

Four Answers: 



NEW DEVELOPMENT (2002-2016)

Reduce Sprawl: 
Increases impervious
areas

Increases overall
reliance on cars and 
driving

Increases cost of
Infrastructure

Degrades environment, 
water and air quality



Reduces development 
pressure on greenfield 
areas

Encourage In-fill: 

Maximizes use of
existing infrastructure

Encourages 
multi-modal
transportation options

Facilitates safer, more 
walkable, amenity-rich 
neighborhood



Allow for 
housing on 
smaller lots

Allow for
different types of 

open space

Allow for
narrower and

fewer driveways

Allow
more ways to 

access on-site 
parking
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Infill and Narrow-lot Residential



Direct driveway access to a street or type 1 permanent access easement for existing lots narrower than 
33 feet is permitted if all the following standards are met: 

(a) The existing lot proposed for subdividing was platted with less than 33 feet width, or is of an 
insufficient width to subdivide into multiple equal-sized lots of 33 feet or more prior to September 
27, 2023; 

(b) The existing lot does not have usable side or rear access to a public street or a type 1 permanent 
access easement or an alley maintained by the city or a homeowners association; 

(c) Each proposed lot will have only one driveway approach of no more than 12 feet in width;

(d) The garage building line on each proposed lot must be a minimum of  20 feet; 

(e) The property proposed to be subdivided is not within 1,400 feet walking distance, measured by 
walking on sidewalks or other paved surface, from the primary entrance of a primary or secondary 
school; and

(f) The property is not located in a designated Complete Community as adopted and approved by 
council action and as shown on the map attached as Appendix A to this chapter and available at 
department’s website.

Approved Table Amendment





https://mycity.maps.arcgis.com/apps/instant/basic/index.html?
appid=aa2b3bb43afa42f3ba85d19c4944b536







HAVE ADDITIONAL QUESTIONS?

EMAIL US:

LivablePlaces@houstontx.gov

CALL US:

832.393.6600
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